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KCDrinker
Launch of KCDrinker.com Has People Talking

Satire Website Geared Toward the Kansas City Drinking Scene is Gaining 

National Fame – and Possibly Infamy

Kansas City, MO – January 1, 2004 – What started as a collaborative tongue-and-cheek article about drinking between two Kansas City 30-somethings has quickly become a cyber hotspot for the 20 and 30-something “party” crowd in Kansas City. 

KCDrinker.com proclaims itself a web site “dedicated to all who are truly devoted to alcohol.” Similar in content to satirical favorites like “The Onion” and “Modern Drunkard,” KCDrinker offers one thing national publications cannot: An unbiased (and unabashed) guide to Kansas City’s booziest hot spots, giving the authors’ favorite dives top billing.

With bottle-cap buttons and a beer-laden logo, the homepage features a mug-shot photo of the “Drunk of the Month.” A real-life interview with said Drunk is a click away, featuring a new local “talent” each month.

The “Articles” section features off-the -wall articles that cover everything drinking, from a self-help guide to becoming a more adept booze hound to “Drinking on Empty” (the Drunkard’s Handbook for Drinking on A Dime Budget).


The site also has a deranged Dear Abby named “Dr. Lush” readers can email with their questions and problems. 


For the frustrated idealist (and anyone who feels common sense obviously isn’t “common”), the Insane Rants section offers cutting mockery of a multitude of everyday frustrations that have driven the authors to rant, rave and drink heavily.


KCDrinker also has a more biting side that doesn’t have everyone laughing. The “No God Zone” warns “religious people” to beware. “The Jesus Chronicles” are said by some to be offensively sacrilegious and by others to be deliciously hilarious. “Father Ike Reveals All” chronicles the fictional adventures of an Irish Catholic priest in search of the perfect drinking partner (and the naughtiest confession).


Michael Santosuosso, a 26-year-old record store clerk from Lawrence, KS, loves the Jesus Chronicles. “I have sent this site to everyone I know,” he said. “The articles are hilarious, especially the Jesus Chronicles. People get so uptight about religion. I don’t think it’s offensive – I love the idea of Jesus being this regular screw-up like the rest of us. Anyway, it’s just for fun. If you don’t like it, don’t read it.”


Donna Kaplan, mother of three and an active member of her Baptist church in Blue Springs, MO, did not agree. “My teenage daughter showed me this site. I found both the condoning of heavy drinking and the completely blasphemous portrayal of Jesus as an impoverished drunk totally offensive. What are we teaching kids? And isn’t impersonating a priest against some kind of law somewhere?”


So who are the minds behind this madness? The site was the brainchild of 31-year-old New Jersey native LaToya “GfV” Prater and 32-year-old Colorado Springs, CO native Eisenhower “Ike” Hill, both of whom now reside in Kansas City.


Like some of their more famous contemporaries (such as Seth McFarland, creator of animated series The Family Guy and Trey Parker/Matt Stone, creators of South Park), Prater and Hill aim to entertain, but cannot help poking fun at general human foibles and the “mind-numbing autonomy of society and institutionalized religion.”  

“As writers, neither of us gets the creative outlet we need in our day jobs,” Prater explained. “So just for fun, we started writing these articles together, kind of tongue-in-cheek, about various things, including how much we enjoy being out and about in Kansas City’s finest dives. Then we thought, why not actually do something fun and entertaining just for the Kansas City community with our writing? The main point is to give people a decent guide to the best bars – KC’s got a lot to offer in that department, and we think people should know about it.

“It’s also a fun way to waste time and maximize that T-1 Internet connection at work,” she added.

Prater and Hill have already done radio interviews with stations like alternative rock radio station 96.5 The Buzz, wielding a 12-pack of Pabst Blue Ribbon and taking calls from listeners about the site (which morning Buzz show host Afentra called “my new favorite web site”). They’ve also had interview requests from others, including e105 and 98.9 The Rock.


But the Kansas City community isn’t the only group enjoying the fun. Hill and Prater have already collected a small staff of contributing writers and one designer, hailing from Kansas City, California and even the Cayman Islands. 


“As soon as I saw the site, I made it my homepage,” Jim Kendall, a Kansas City native now living in Brooklyn, N.Y., said. “I also sent it to my friends in Chicago, Phoenix and Wichita. They made it their homepage too. Every city should have a site like this.”

According to web master and head writer Hill, “People keep asking us if we’re afraid of offending people. And…no. People are going to be offended by whatever they feel like being offended by on a given day. There are so many things wrong in the world. If they want to hyper-focus on this one little website, great, attack away. It just gives us more material.

 “The support and suggestions we’ve gotten from fans has been overwhelming. This site will constantly be evolving, this is just the beginning!”

# # # 

For more information, visit www.KCDrinker.com and click on “Writer Bios.” Interviews and permission to reprint may be arranged by emailing gfv@kcdrinker.com or ike@kcdrinker.com.  

All articles and information are the property of KCDrinker.com. All rights reserved. 
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